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Newly released International 
Green Construction Code

By Vince Capogna, USGBC

Would you buy a car without air-
bags? Doubtful. In fact I think you 
would be hard pressed to find a new 
car for sale that didn’t offer at least one 
drivers side airbag as standard equip-
ment. If you were buying a new car 
for your family you probably would 
be interested in additional safety 
features such as anti-lock brakes and 
traction control as well as a vehicle 
that stands up well to independent 
crash testing. While there are federally 
mandated minimum energy and emis-
sion requirements many of the health 
and safety advances we now take for 
granted have been driven by the auto 
industry’s competitive marketing.

There is no question that LEED 
certification has helped raise the 
quality of the built environment to a 
higher level. USGBC created LEED as 
a voluntary rating system intended for 
those choosing to take a leadership role 
in the marketplace. LEED has sought 
to continue to raise the bar in advanc-
ing green building performance. 
Unfortunately the benefits we have all 
enjoyed from the auto industry com-
petitiveness haven’t exactly mirrored 
themselves in our built environment. 
While LEED continues to raise the 
ceiling, it is the floor, as defined by 
simply building to meet the absolute 
code minimum, (below which you are 
breaking the law) that has remained 
virtually unchanged for many years. 
Competition has propelled many 
building owners to seek LEED cer-
tification but not nearly enough. The 
vast majority of buildings are still 
designed, constructed and renovated 
to code minimum standards – provid-
ing legally required seat belts but not 
much else. The individual building 
tenant has much less influence on the 
construction decisions than each of us 
has regarding what goes into the car 

we decide to purchase or lease. Maybe 
the time has come to help raise the 
base level of acceptable quality, health 
and safety standards from the exist-
ing minimums to a level that reflects 
construction advances that have been 
tried and tested for well over a decade 
of green building. The newly released 
International Green Construction 
Code (IgCC) is now available as a 
resource for jurisdictions that are ready 
to adopt a useable and enforceable 
framework that links together issues 
of green design, building performance 
and building safety.

The IgCC provides the building 
industry with language that both 
broadens and strengthens building 
codes in a way that will accelerate 
the construction of high-performance, 
green buildings The IgCC applies 
to the construction of traditional 
and high-performance buildings, 
structures, and systems, including 
alterations, and additions. It creates 
a regulatory framework for new and 
existing buildings, advancing and 
complementing the momentum in 
“green” building. The IgCC estab-
lishes minimum requirements for 
all buildings, providing a natural 
complement for voluntary rating 
systems which extend beyond the 
IgCC’s baseline. The U.S. Green 

Building Council, creators of LEED, 
has participated in the development 
of the IgCC and endorses its usage 
as a viable option for communities 
that wish to regulate minimum green 
building provisions.

Buildings are not monuments to 
be gazed upon. They provide shelter 
to our family, colleagues and friends 
where we live, work and play for 
almost 90% of each day. It is quite 
possible that the best results for our 
community may come from a com-
bination of a voluntary rating system 
constantly raising the ceiling followed 
by codes that continue to adjust the 
floor minimums. What do you think? 
Is it time that we at least consider 
adjusting the minimum acceptable 
code requirements thereby raising the 
standard of construction for every-
one? Please email me your thoughts 
at executivedirector@usgbc-li.org. 
I will share as many comments as 
possible on our usgbc-li website, 
blog and newsletter. Look forward 
to hearing from you!

Vince Capogna, LEED AP, is the 
executive director of US Green 
Building Council – Long Island 
and principal of Synergy Green 
Building Group, Inc., New Hyde 
Park, N.Y.

Brian Sahn is a partner at Forchelli, Curto, Deegan, 
Schwartz, Mineo, Cohn & Terrana LLP’s Real Estate 
Group where he concentrates on commercial real estate 
transactions. He represents several public and private 
companies concerning their real estate portfolios, 
including leasing, purchase, sale and financing of 
real property, including environmentally challenged 
properties. Brian manages the firm’s “sustainable” 
initiatives, and oversaw its LEED certification. He is 
on the board of the USGBC Long Island Chapter.
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Celebrate Earth Day by joining 
USGBC-LI for our fabulous

Scholarship Awards Breakfast
as we award four educational Scholarships in 

recognition and support of local High School students 
who are committed to enhancing and promoting 

sustainability in our community.

Carlyle on the Green, Bethpage Golf Course
Sunday morning April 22, 9:00am

Registration required - visit www.usgbc-li.org
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Save the Date
USGBC-LI Building Green Gala

Honoring

Russell C. Albanese 

May 23, 2012 

Oheka Castle 
For further information please see www.usgbc-li.org/gala

Chairman, Albanese Organization, Inc.
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WSP Flack + Kurtz
Presents a continuing series of evening 

Educational Programs
1 GBCI CEU and 1 AIA LU each

Tuesday, May 22 2012
Fundamentals of Daylighting

Thursday, June 14 2012
Green HVAC

6:00p - 6:45p - Dinner/Networking
6:45p - 7:45p - Seminar

7:45p - 8:00p - Q & A

USGBC-LI Headquarters
150 Motor Parkway

Lower Level Media Room
Hauppauge, NY 11788

Registration required - visit www.usgbc-li.org
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USGBC-LI CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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•	 2012 Scholarship Awards Breakfast – Sunday, April 22, 2012 at 9:00am
at The Carlyle on The Green – Registration required at www.usgbc-li.org.

•	 “Fundamentals of Daylighting” Educational Program – Tuesday, May 22, 2012 at the
USGBC-LI Headquarters (6-6:45pm dinner/networking, 6:45-7:45pm seminar, 7:45-8pm
Q & A) – Registration required at www.usgbc-li.org.

•	 2012 Building Green Long Island Annual Gala – Wednesday, May 23, 2012 at the
Oheka Castle – Registration required at www.usgbc-li.org.

• 	 “Green HVAC” Educational Program – Thursday, June 14, 2012 at the USGBC-LI
Headquarters (6-6:45pm dinner/networking, 6:45-7:45pm seminar, 7:45-8pm Q & A)
– Registration required at www.usgbc-li.org.

For more information please see www.usgbc-li.org
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